
Living with the Lugays, Intelligent Verbatim 
 
As told by Almira Malley (AM) to Amanda Lacson (AL), her younger sister, on December 13,                
2013.  
 
AL: You and Triccie - Triccie looks like a little boy.  
 
AM:Yeah, but she has little lacy socks and cute little shoes.  
 
AL:Is she younger than you? 
 
AM: She is - just by a little bit.  
 
AL: Months?  
 
AM:Months. I don't remember when her birthday is. But she really is younger by only a few                 
months. 
 

***** 
 
AM: Very chic. Chito Boy. Because his birthday's like October 28th or something. 
 
AL:The same year? 
 
AM: No, no, different year. 'cause he's, well, he looks like he might be five years old there or                   
something.  
 
AL:He's older.  
 
AM: Oh yeah. But our birthdays were so close together we always had joint birthday parties.  
 
AL:So you always had joint parties, you had this one -  
 
AM:And we had two separate cakes.  
 

***** 
 
AL: Oh, Manila airport, 1980.  
 
AM: There's Tita Lina. And Lola.  
 
AL:Who's this? 
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AM: That's a great question. She was around a lot but I don't remember her name.  
 
AL: Your ya-ya is in some pictures but that might be in a different album.  
 
AM: See, there she is again.  
 
AL:You would recognize her.  
 
AM:Yeah. No, that's not Jiang-Jiang. She's young. But i don't know who that is.  
 
AL:So this is when Mommy left. And someone's taking pictures of your tears.  
 
AM: I was really sad. I loved this headband.  
 
AL: You understood?  
 
AM: I don't know. I knew she was leaving and I didn't want her to leave. But I don't know that                     
I knew what was happening really.  
 
AL: But you knew you were staying with Tita Lina and family.  
 
AM: Yeah.  
 
AL: So many tears.  
 
AM:Yeah, I know. It was really sad.  
 

***** 
 
AM: Yeah, I remember this very very well. Because not only did someone make the Snow                
White costume, but I remember Ate Carole fixing my hair and putting makeup on.That was a                
huge deal. THIS is the house that I remember, the Quezon City house. With the bars on -  
 
AL: This is your house? 
 
AM:Yeah. So somehow somebody stayed with me there. Like we stayed there before I moved               
to Tita Lina and Tito Pepe's house.  
 
AL: I thought you said the other day that Ate Carole made your dress, your Snow White dress.                  
And Mommy was like, "she didn't sew." But that makes sense that she did your hair and                 
makeup. 'cause she was a performer.  
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AM: She did my hair and makeup. And it was a princess party. So like all the girls were                   
supposed to dress up. Like I actually remember Triccie in this pink ballerina costume. That's               
Ralph, Michelle, and Chito. But still, look, it's still a joint party. There's his cake. There's my                 
cake.  
 
AL: That's the best Snow White costume. Beautiful.  
 
AM: I know, I don't know who made it. But it's beautiful.  
 

***** 
 

AM:It's so funny, because this is at Tito Pepe's house. So they came to visit us in Halifax, I                   
remember.  
 
AL:Yeah. I had forgotten, but I just saw pictures of the - Tito Pepe wasn't with them though.  
 
AM:No, no.  
 
AL:Just all the girls.  
 
AM:And um, they made - it was after dinner and I was clearing plates or whatever, and they                  
were so like, stunned, they were just like oh, that I was like helping. Because their memories of                  
me were of being a little princess. I was an only child. They were like, "you were so maldita,"                   
like, mischievous, and I just got my own way all the time and I did whatever I wanted. I mean,                    
I don't actually have a lot of memories about that, but I believe it.  
 
AL: I mean it sort of makes sense, they probably treated you that way too because you were                  
left by yourself.  
 
AM:But I went into their house with their family and they were five kids and Triccie and I                  
would fight all the time, but we were also best friends, we loved - really, the bulk of my                   
memories being in the Philippines because when I started to remember are with Triccie, we               
were so close, we were like sisters, because we were just about the same age. But we also                  
fought like cats and dogs. Like I remember Tita Lina coming in and breaking up our fights.                 
We'd be pulling each other's hair, it was like bad. And she was always the one that had to like                    
make it right, like she would bring me like ice cream, it was like that. I would sulk and pout                    
until she would make it all okay.  
 
AL: That's so funny because I don't have any thought of you that way. 'cause you were the                  
older sister, and so you were the one taking care of everybody.  
 
AM: Right. But for like seven years, I was like an only child. And not only that, but I had sort                     
of this sympathy thing going for me, probably, for sure. Although Tita Lina was really strict.                
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And there were moments she wasn't having it at all. I remember sitting at the table with my                  
food, 'cause I didn't finish it. She was like you can't get up until you finish it. And I remember                    
sitting there for a very very very long time. So she was like a disciplinarian for sure, but                  
actually I don't remember her being - I remember her being strict, but i don't remember it                 
being, feeling like, oh, I'm so miserable 'cause she's so mean. That was just the behavior that                 
was expected. So she was just that way. And what struck me, even when Tito Pepe came up for                   
our wedding, was like he just loved her. So much. Until the day she died. And beyond, just - he                    
just really really was in love with her.  
 

***** 
AL: And when did she die? Like the 90s?  
 
AM: I don't remember. But they really wanted for nothing in that house. I mean, there was a                  
driver that took us to school, they had maids, they had someone to cook their food, and that                  
cleaned up after you. So it was a pretty nice situation. We would go to their country club, go to                    
the pool, that's where I split my chin open. Because we were by the pool and I was running                   
and I slipped - I was running from the pool into the locker room and I fell and I hit my chin                      
and split it open. Yeah, that was bad. I had to get stitches. They had their own little adventures                   
with me living with them. yeah, they brought me to the hospital.  
 
AL: How long were you living with them? 
 
AM:That's a good question because the pictures don't start until December of 80. This is my                
birthday. So about a year, I guess.  
 
AL: So you were living in your house in Quezon City? 
 
AM:I know, that's weird. You'd have to ask Mommy. 'cause I don't - it's weird, who would                 
have been staying with me? But something Mommy said the other day made it sound like, the                 
plan didn't start out with me living with them. They took me in after a few months. I would                   
ask her.  
 
AL: Yeah, December 1980 - I mean, when did she leave? Oh, that just says Manila 1980,                 
right? Manila airport. But I'm born 1980, so 79 I think is when she left.  
 
AM: Taken July 16, 1980, MIA - Manila International Airport.  
 
AL: It might be 79.  
 
AM: Well, it may have been - I think she left and came back and went - I don't know if she                      
came back once. Because I know - obviously she got pregnant - and then they gave her a visa                   
to stay, but I don't know if she had to come home in between. That would be something to ask.                    
'cause I'm not clear on the whole timeline of that. I don't remember.  

4 of 5 



 
AL: Well, she said definitely she got her visa to leave in 79, right after Lolo died. And then she                    
left in January of 80, maybe. He died in October of 79, and she left in January of 80, but                    
maybe she came back.  
 
AM:She might have had a few months visa, and then she came back and discovered she was                 
pregnant. And then went back - july, August, September - so she would have been six months                 
pregnant. 'cause I think it was partly why, I mean it was why her visa was granted, was                  
because she was pregnant, and she went to be with her husband. You know what I mean?  
AL: So then you didn't come until 1982.  
 
AM:Right. Like January of 82.  
 
AL: So you're with them for like two years probably.  
 
AM: Yeah, I would be interested to know that timeline too, actually. 
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